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CARING 
for ASPHALT

Asphalt concrete is created using various sizes 
of stone along with sand and liquid asphalt. 
These materials combine to create a varied 
texture in the surface.



Whether it's a brand-new car park, road or footpath, asphalt can make for a 
very clean and versatile material. It's also highly durable when cared for 
directly. However, just because your asphalt is laid down doesn't mean it's 
quite ready to be used. In fact, the first couple days following the installation 
requires a mindful approach while the asphalt is still setting. 

Asphalt Maintenance

Asphalt concrete is created using various sizes of stone along with sand and 
liquid asphalt. These materials combine to create a varied texture in the 
surface. It's very likely that some areas of the surface look smoother than 
others. This is due to the material makeup of asphalt. You may notice that 
some areas also look different from other areas because of how the asphalt 
was placed. Some parts may have been hand raked with tools or spread by a 
paving machine. These textural differences are no cause for concern. Normal 
wear from using your new surface will even things out in no time and make 
these abnormalities disappear. 

What Is Asphalt? 

DO: Give your asphalt time to set. Your asphalt needs time to harden and this 
process can take up to a full year to complete. You can use your surface 
before then, but you'll need to be careful to keep it in the best shape 
possible. Once the asphalt has fully dried, the setting process will begin and 
you'll be good to start using it. 

DON'T: Drive on fresh asphalt. Your asphalt needs a minimum of 48 hours 
before you can start driving on it. Your freshly paved asphalt will look 
remarkably better in the long run if you follow this rule. By giving it a couple 
days (or more) you'll be able to avoid ruts and dips that will comprise the 
asphalt's longevity. 

DO: Monitor the weight of vehicles. Do not let heavy vehicles or equipment 
onto the asphalt for a few weeks or more. You should also monitor how long 
vehicles are sitting in one place and try to prevent people from parking in the 
same area over and over again or the asphalt will quickly get worn down or 
damaged in that area.

DON'T: Go fast or turn hard. Your asphalt is going to be very soft for the first 
few days following paving and even into the weeks after. Driving across it too 
fast, turning the tyres hard while the car is not in motion, and so on can 
damage it and cause ruts. Have people drive with caution. 

DO: Clean all spills up quickly. An oil spill is perhaps the worst thing that can 
happen to your new asphalt paving project. Oil will rapidly break down the 
asphalt's chemical binders, wearing its structural integrity and potentially 
causing major issues down the road. Quickly clean up all spills that occur. A 
solution of dish soap and water in combination with the scrubbing of a soft 
brush should do the job.

The Dos & Don’ts



In addition to the information above about when you can begin using your new asphalt surface and 
what you should avoid parking onto it, there are some other things you can do to help keep your 
asphalt looking like new. 

Some chemicals will dilute your surface's bitumen overtime, thus breaking down your driveway and 
shortening its lifespan. For these reasons, you should avoid gasoline, anti-freeze, oil, and other leaks 
and spills that may occur below or around vehicles. 

Regardless of whether your pavement is asphalt or concrete, cracks should be expected to happen 
overtime. Cracks can be filled using a crack filling material that you could collect at any DIY shop. 

However, while you can seal and fill in cracked asphalt on your own, we suggest calling in a trained 
professional to do this work for you. Having a professional manage the repairs of cracks and lines will 
help make sure that your asphalt is able to retain its strength and appearance. 

Seal coating can be used on asphalt drives and is a process that should be repeated every 2 to 5 
years after the initial seal coat has finished setting. Asphalt has a naturally porous state, which means 
wet weather, water, and chemicals will begin breaking down the surface after some time. When 
these things seal into the surface, it can cause disruption and cracks. A seal coat will create an extra 
barrier of protection that's impervious to these elements. 

If you do not seal coat your asphalt in a timely manner, you're opening the door to deterioration. The 
asphalt will begin to rapidly lose its structural integrity and appearance. 

Preventing Damage



Being that asphalt is porous and very susceptible to liquids, you'll want to 
keep your driveway clear of water and snow throughout the year. Water is 
about the worst enemy to your asphalt because even the most well-cared-
for asphalt surfaces will feature pores. During winter especially, water is able 
to penetrate into those pores. In cold weather, that water is able to freeze ad 
expand, further damaging your asphalt.

You should work proactively to help prevent water from getting into your 
asphalt. During winter, try to clear your driveway of any snow using a 
substance which is safe for use on your asphalt. During summer, water won't 
cause too much of a problem since the heat will allow it to evaporate. 
However, remember the advice given previously and keep all other kinds of 
liquids off your asphalt all together (especially harsh chemicals).

Next, when thinking about the regular maintenance of your asphalt surface, 
you should avoid letting weeds or plants creep up under the edges. While 
plants paced properly along the edges can help deter people from driving 
along the edge and damaging your asphalt, the wrong choice of plants can 
cause uprooting issues. 

When plants begin encroaching upon your asphalt's territory, they may end 
up erupting underneath it and creating unsightly bumps. They can also lead 
to cracks which can later grow into large holes. Weed killer should be used 
right away. Make sure to dig up existing weeds by the root to prevent re-
growth. 

When a crack or hole does begin to occur, be sure to address it sooner rather 
than later. The sooner the issue is addressed, the stronger your asphalt will 
remain.

Regular Upkeep



Here’s a look at some of the common questions people have about asphalt surfaces.

Common Questions

While you could start using your asphalt driveway in as little as 48 hours, the 
longer you can wait, the better. The first 14 days are especially critical for 
your driveway’s long-term appearance and integrity. Be sure to follow the 
tips given above to keep your asphalt driveway looking great far into the 
future. It’s best to mark off your surface for however long you’re going to wait 
so that no one will accidentally drive or park on it while you are not present. 

How long should I really wait?

Asphalt adds an excellent visual appeal when installed and maintained 
correctly. However, there are also plenty of practical reasons that may 
convince you to choose asphalt over another surface type. First, proper 
installation will provide an element of convenience and safety to you and 
your visitors.  

There are many advantages of using asphalt; in just a few days, your asphalt 
will be set and you'll be able to use it with only a short wait. If ease of 
installation is a priority or you're facing time constraints, you'll definitely want 
to choose asphalt over the alternatives. Very rarely is the easy solution the 
best solution when it comes to other aspects, but asphalt happens to be a 
win-win. That's because it's also very economical. It's a low cost material 
compared to most alternatives and it can be installed quickly, saving on 
downtime and man-hours. Asphalt also dries faster than other materials 
which allows you to use it quicker. 

Plus, asphalt is very durable when properly cared for. Asphalt is a weather-
resistant material and it can also stand up to heavy usage and traffic. Asphalt 
will sustain minimal damage overtime so long as you address the anticipated 
small cracks and holes when they begin to show signs. And, that's about the 
only maintenance you'll really need to do. Asphalt requires very little repair 
work and a high-quality asphalt in combination with the right sealant can lead 
to a surface that lasts many, many years. In fact, an asphalt surface could last 
many years if properly maintained. That makes it a fantastic investment! 
Asphalt is smooth and adds beauty to any property. It also provides a better 
driving experience than other materials, hence its popularity for road 
resurfacing projects.

Finally, asphalt has absolutely unmatched sustainability. Asphalt is a material 
that can be recycled again and again and again, almost endlessly. Old asphalt 
can be dug up and then used to create new surfacing material. This helps to 
preserve the earth's resources and make sure they are being used 
responsibly. All of these reasons have led asphalt to being considered the 
ideal paving choice for most contractors and consumers.

Is Asphalt the Right Choice?
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Yes, there are some specialty paints out there made specifically for painting 
asphalt driveways and changing their appearance. However, we only 
recommend painting driveways and only by using driveway paint or sealant. 

Can I paint my driveway?

Taydal Surfacing are one of the UK's leading independent surfacing contractors carrying out supply 
and fit tarmac installations to roads, car parks, rail platforms & footpaths across England and Wales. 
Taydal Surfacing specialise in different types of tarmacadam materials such as dense bitumen 
macadam, porous asphalt, coloured asphalt, decorative asphalt, stone mastic asphalt and hot rolled 
asphalt. To find out a little bit more about these materials and their uses, please visit www.taydal.com
for some useful information on what you may require. 

Taydal Surfacing have put together a selection of educational videos, e-books and infographic 
presentations on the different processes of asphalt installation. Visit our media center to find out 
more about asphalt surfacing, the processes of asphalt construction and the different uses of asphalt 
and its benefits.

About Taydal Surfacing 

www.taydal.com


Taydal participate in CITB. Training & 
Recognition Scheme

Taydal Surfacing Ltd, 4 Olympus Close, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5LJ

Have Questions?
Contact us on 01473 745845

or enquiries@taydal.com


	Button3: 


